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less wholesale abandonment of the northern bank of
the Aisne, with its many ravines that conld be utilized
for defence, was to be modified in such manner as the
Army Commander thought fit.

In the present condition of infantry armament it
would have been advisable to leave a strong covering
of modern light machine guns in nooks in the ravines
on the slopes of the Aisne during the crossing of the
river on the llth. A few hundreds of these effective
weapons would have checked at the outset the attempts
of the enemy to cross, and thus gained time in which
to strengthen the defence by sending reinforcements
where needed. Even a few guns and trench mortars*
would not have been out of place.

In spite of the measures mentioned above the enter-
prising enemy forced his way on to the northern bank
at Attichy and Vic during the 13th with infantry and
artillery, and repeated French attacks were made
against the front of the IV, Reserve Corps. The IX.
and IV. Reserve Corps were therefore ordered to drive
the enemy back on to the ridge immediately above the
Aisne, "The IV. Corps will support this attack as
strongly a# possible, and will send one infantry regiment
and a field-artillery brigadef from Tartiers to Nouvron
to the IV. Reserve Corps. The battle-front of the
latter corps will be shortened, its right to rest on Hors,
north-west of Roche, and its left on the eastern edge of
Fontenoy."

On the evening of the 14th the Army Commander
repeated the order to continue reinforcing those positions

* These weapons, according to the German General Stafi mono-
graph u Luttich-Namur," were first used in the attack on Fort
Fleron, Liege.

t Three batteries.